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From the Vice-Chancellor Desk

Projections indicate that the world population will surpass 10 billion by 2050. The
demand for agricultural produce is anticipated to increase by up to 50% compared to
2013. Countries around the world have witnessed a manifold increase in farm
productivity over the past century, which needs to be sustained in the future to meet the
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demands of a burgeoning population. However, the increase in food production and
January-March economic growth has been achieved at the cost of intensive exploitation of land, water,
and other natural resources, which has often resulted in significant damage to the
(ontent environment, agro-ecology, and human health. Intensive agriculture has led to

deforestation, land degradation, depletion of groundwater, buildup of chemical residues in
North Zone Regional Agricultural the food chain, and increased emissions of greenhouse gases. This situation necessitates the creation of alternative,
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e sustainable, and regenerative farm production approaches capable of achieving sustainable agricultural
<% 11" Foundation Day of RLBCAU development without jeopardizing the existing ecological balance and environment.
& Wi In this S|tuat|or?, natural farming is emergmg as an option tq improve crop production while epsurln:q the_needs of
Training and Cuisine Exhibition future generations are not compromised. Natural farming offers several advantages, including increased

productivity, reduced cultivation costs, environmental conservation, efficient use of land, water, and other natural
resources, soil health rejuvenation, and so on. Other benefits of natural farming include resource recycling, on-
farm resource optimization, agro-ecology-based diversification of farming systems, the exclusion of synthetic
chemical inputs, and reduced dependency on external inputs. Keeping in mind the future importance of natural

«*  MoU with 27 FPOs of Bundelkhand
Region

% ICAR Sponsored Winter School

% Dragon fruit & Strawberry farming, RLBCAU has initiated a Bachelors degree program in Natural Farming so as to prepare the human
lnnppl] resources required for undertaking research, development, and popularization activities on natural farming
% Publications Activities practices in the country.

I am happy to inform readers that, during the upcoming Kharif season, besides promoting natural farming,

RLBCAU will make intensive efforts to expand the area under Kharif maize, black gram, and high-yielding
Chief Editor varieties of groundnut in the Bundelkhand region. In addition to expanding the area under high-yielding varieties,
5. Singh we intend to promote income source diversification by popularizing allied agricultural activities like beekeeping,

mushroom cultivation, and other entrepreneurial activities. To achieve this, the university is partnering with FPOs
to build capacity among farmers, raise awareness, and provide farm advisory services. In addition, the university
Bditonial Board: will utilize FPOs as a conduit for the execution of diverse technology transfer initiatives, encompassing technology
assessment, refinement, and dissemination.

Director Education Extension

Shridhar Patil I am confident that with better planning, coordination and engagement of farmers, the university will succeed in
Brij Bihari Sharma achieving sustainable development of the agriculture sector in the Bundelkhand region..

Pavan Kumar

Alka Jain Qfm i
Sanjeev Kumar Vice-Chancellor
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North Zone Regional Agricultural Fair-2024

% North Zone Regional Agricultural Fair 2024
The North Zone Regional Agricultural Fair on
"Regenerative Agriculture for Sustainable Development,”
sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Government of India, was organized by the
Directorate of Extension Education, RLBCAU, Jhansi, from
February 8 to 10, 2024.
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This zone included Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and
Chandigarh. Shri Surya Pratap Shahi, Minister, Uttar
Pradesh Agriculture Department, inaugurated the Regional
Farmers Fair-2024 on February 8 in the august presence of
Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh; Director
Agriculture Shri Jitendra Kumar Tomar; DG, UPCAR, Dr.
Sanjay Singh; Pramod Chaudhary, BAERC; Vice-
Chancellor, RVSKVYV, Gwalior, Dr. Arvind Shukla; Shri
Abhay Mahajan, DRI, Chitrakoot; Jhansi, Sadar MLA, Shri
Ravi Sharma, and CDO, Jhansi, Junaid Ahmed.

During this event, CAUs, SAUs, ICAR institutes, NGOs,
FPOs, and agro-input manufacturers showcased the
improved technologies for the benefit of farmers. Kisan
Mela Smarika was also published to promote the message of
Regenerative Agriculture. IFS models, millets processing,
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protected playhouse facilities, drone technology, shri
lakshmi honey, and seed wall —a collection of more than 250
improved varieties germplasm of oilseeds and pulses —were
also showcased during this event, and more than 300 honey
bee boxes were distributed among the farmers on the
inauguration day of RAF-2024.

¥

" “% :

Shri Anna nutrition millets training and dish exhibition were
also organized under the joint aegis of RLBCAU, Jhansi,
and the Agriculture Department of Jhansi district. More than
100 participants took part in this competition and displayed
around 150 dishes made from Shree Anna. The chief guest
at the closing ceremony was Shri Narendra Singh Tomar,
Hon'ble Speaker, Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly,
and the former Minister of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Gol. The closing ceremony was witnessed by
Samuel Parveen Kumar, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture, Government of India; Director of Extension,
Gol; Dr. S.K. Mishra, Chancellor, RLBCAU, Jhansi, Dr.
Punjab Singh, Vice-Chancellor, RLBCAU, Jhansi, Dr. A. K.
Singh, and Mayor Jhansi Bihari Lal Arya.
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More than fifteen thousand farmers from the different states

of the northern region actively participated in the regional
agricultural fair. A total of one hundred twenty-five stalls
were displayed by various stakeholders, including 25 ICAR
Institutes. Flower Show was also organized as a part of the
regional agricultural fair. ICAR-CARI, IVRI & KVK-
Shivpuri were awarded as best stalls in their respective
categories. University Thematic Pavillion on "Regenerative
Agriculture for Sustainable Development™ was also ranked
first. The University also inaugurated a YouTube channel
where the “Bundeli Krishi Sandesh” issue is released every
fortnight for advisory on farm-related issues. The University
also signed a MoU with more than 25 FPOs to foster
extension networking and linkages for value addition.
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This North Zone Regional Agricultural Fair Programme had
six technical sessions across three days where fruitful
discussions on production, management, processing, and
creating a network of linkages were emphasized. Major
cereal crops, pulses, millets, oilseeds, flowers, vegetables,
fruits, agroforestry medicinal and aromatic plants, etc.,
showing potential for Bundelkhand Region were thoroughly
discussed, and technical problems were addressed.

Success stories in the field of agriculture across India were
discussed in a technical session where five Padamshri
awardee farmers and two progressive farmers shared their
experience and gave an insight of their journey.
Entrepreneurial orientation through mushroom production,
beekeeping, vermicompost, seed production, etc., was also
given a separate session. "Role of women in agriculture and
society” was discussed, and the involvement of women in
various sectors of agriculture, along with group approaches
such as SHGs and FPOs, was discussed. A state-supported
program on millet and its recipes was also organized, and
prizes were distributed. Twelve progressive farmers from
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Bundelkhand and across the country were also awarded for
their excellence in agriculture.

% 11" Foundation day of RLBCAU

RLBCAU celebrated its 11th Foundation Day on March 5,
2024, with various events, including the flag-off of the
Kishan Bharat Yatra, invited lectures, and cultural programs.
Dignitaries, university officials, and guests attended,
enhancing the occasion's significance. Traditional lamp
lighting marked the beginning, followed by welcoming
remarks and speeches by distinguished speakers.
Agricultural insights were shared, and lectures on
agricultural research enriched the audience's understanding.
The Chief Guest, Sri Hargovind Kushwaha, shared

important thoughts on agriculture and academia. Dr. A. K.
Singh, Vice Chancellor of RLBCAU, highlighted the
University's accomplishments and plans. The festivities
concluded with a vibrant student cultural program.

s Shree Ann recipe competition, training and
cuisine exhibition
The Shree Ann Recipe Competition, Training, and Cuisine
Exhibition, held during the RAF from 8th to 10th February
2024, showcased diverse dishes crafted from Shri Anna
(millet). Over 100 participants presented around 150 sweets
and dishes, including innovative creations by notable chefs
from renowned hotels like Nataraj Sarovar and Lemon Tree,
K3 Residency and Grand Tulsi, homemakers, and students
from various universities. Swapnil Modi of Bundeli Thali,
Hotel Grand Tulsi, Reena Kumari Mehta, Hotel Nataraj
Sarovar, Ramshree Gupta, Jowar Rasgulla from Chaiwala,
Ragi Turkish Ice Cream from Zaida Parveen, Neha Singh,
Ananya-Dipankar, Akanksha, Tanu Gautam, Kapil, Shri
Praveen Verma of Manupra Foundation, Jhansi were
winners in different categories. The event featured Bundeli
thali, Shree Anna-based thali, Jowar Rasgulla, and Ragi ice

cream. (Anil Kumar, Manmohan Dobriyal, Gaurav Sharma,
Ashwani Kumar, Aman Dabral, Rumana Khan, Ghanshyam Abrol).
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< MoU with 27 FPOs of Bundelkhand region
RLBCAU bolstered FPOs in Bundelkhand by signing an
MoU with 27 FPOs (14 in Lalitpur & 13 in Jhansi district)
on February 8, 2024, during the Northern Regional Farmers
Fair. Hon'ble Agriculture Minister of U.P., Shri Surya Pratap
Sahi ji, commended the initiative, suggesting technical
assistance for holistic farmer development. The MoU
facilitates FPOs accessing need-based technical assistance,
technology assessment, demonstration, and capacity
development.

% Dragon fruit & strawberry intercropping model

Intercropping, the simultaneous cultivation of two or more
crops in proximity, offers a promising approach to maximize
land productivity, optimize resource use, and enhance
agricultural sustainability. Research introduced a novel
intercropping model focusing on the cultivation of dragon
fruit (Hylocereus spp.) and strawberries (Fragaria spp.),
aimed at harnessing synergistic interactions between these
two high-value crops. Dragon fruit and Strawberry, known
for its unique appearance and nutritional benefits, is
becoming increasingly popular in semi-arid regions like
Bundelkhand. This fruit thrives in areas with less rainfall,
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making it suitable for cultivation in such climates. In India,
the commercial farming of these two fruits is expanding,
with the market price ranging from 200 to 250
Rs/kg.Intercropping dragon fruit and strawberries presents a
unique model of horticulture that can optimize land use and
increase fruit yield. This method leverages the vertical
growth habit of dragon fruit, which can be trained on
trellises, alongside the ground-covering nature of

strawberries.

It also allows for a diversification of income sources for
farmers, as these crops have different harvest times.
Implementing this model requires careful planning to ensure
that the nutritional needs and root systems of both plants are
accommodated without competition. Additionally, scientific
literature reviews the novel production techniques and
comprehensive information about the production technology
of dragon fruit, which can be beneficial when considering
intercropping with strawberries. The Dragon Fruit and
Strawberry Intercropping Model (DFSIM) seeks to
capitalize on the complementary growth habits, resource
requirements, and market demand of dragon fruit and
strawberries to create a resilient and economically viable
agroecosystem.
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Cultivating dragon fruit and strawberries on the same plot of
land allows for a year-round production cycle, optimizing
land use and potentially increasing profitability for growers.
Dragon fruit typically has a cropping period from July to
mid-December, which is followed by the strawberry fruiting
season from January to March. This sequential cultivation
can be highly beneficial; as it ensures that the land is
continuously productive, providing a steady stream of high-
value fruits to the market. The cultivation of dragon fruit
and strawberries presents a model of staggered economic
benefits for farmers. On one acre of land, the estimated
profit from dragon fruit cultivation after five years is
approximately Rs. 5.1 lakh, whereas strawberries can yield
about Rs. 3.38 lakh annually. This dual-crop model allows
for both short-term and long-term financial planning,
providing a balanced income stream for farmers. It's a
strategic approach to horticulture that maximizes land use
and can lead to sustainable economic growth.

« 91 crop varieties established at technology
cafeteria
The University established a crop cafeteria during the Rabi
season, 2023-24, featuring 91 varieties. Catering to students,
farmers, scientists, and school children, it bridges theoretical
knowledge with practical agricultural skills. Various Rabi
season crops like wheat, barley, maize, chickpea, field pea,
lentils, and oilseeds were cultivated, adhering to standard
agronomic practices. 91 varieties of cereal crops such as
wheat (12), barley (5), maize (5); pulse crops such as
chickpea (10), field pea (6), lentil (4), pigeon pea (2),
oilseed such as mustard group (13), linseed (4), safflower
(3), Castor (2), sunflower; fodder Crops- Berseem (3), Oat
(5), and other crops such as Sugarcane (4), Cotton (6),

Quinoa are major attraction during the Rabi season. (Arpit
Suryawanshi).
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s Growing
structures
Sharda Melon is a specialty melon variety. Pusa Sharda was
cultivated under a controlled playhouse structure at the
University farm. The seeds were sown during the first week
of November, and the first fruit was ready to harvest in the
first week of February. Fruits get ready for harvest in 85-90
days. Fruit flesh is thick, greenish-white, crispy, and sweet
(TSS 13.6 °B). It can be stored for 15 to 20 days at room
temperature. Introducing new varieties may help farmers get

remunerative prices as produce reaches the market early.
(B.B. Sharma, Saurabh Singh & Arjun Lal Ola).

speciality melon under protected
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s ICAR sponsored winter school

“From genes to proteins: addressing molecular complexity
of agriculturally important traits in crops": The ICAR-
sponsored winter school, held from February 19 to March
10, 2024, focused on addressing the molecular complexity
of agriculturally important crop traits. Participants gained
hands-on training in genomics, proteomics, bioinformatics,
and system biology analysis. (Anil Kumar, P.P. Jambhulkar,
Piyoosh Babele, Ashutosh Singh, Maneet Rana, Umesh Pankayj).

WY Rani Lakshmi Bai Central Agricultural University, Jhansi
ad (An Institute of National Importance); A Decade Journey of RLBCAU: Discovering New Opportunities -
ICAR-Capacity &nldmg Progum n Daysvlntu School (Fcb 19- March 10, 2024) j
“From Genes to Proteins: A 9 C

y of Agriculturally Important Traits in Crops™

FYSULPT ANV SRS IO R S TUR ML Y

Front row (Sting, LA): Dr. Piyoosh Babele (Course Coordimator), Or. Maneet Rana (co-convencr), Dr. P.P. Jambhuliar |convenor, Or. KX. Dwived, Or. LK. Singh
(Dean CoA, RUBCAL), De. ALK Singh (VC, BUBCALI, Or. VI Ydaw (Director, ICAR-IGF], Or. Anl Kumae {Course Director, Or. BK. Behers (Dean Cof, RUSCAL) and
Dr. Ashutosh Singh (<o coordnator]

Middle row (Standing. L} uv Iyoti Priva, Or. mu—r Or. Prabha Singh, Or. Diana Sagolsem, Or. Rakesh Choudhary, Dr. Rafkumar 8K, Dr. Sushil
Nagar, Dr. or. hugh, Or. Surendra Km Meens, Dr. Rits Gaur, Dr. Umesh Pankaj

Last row (Standing. L) mmn—ﬁ;uwu Sajan, Or. Brijesh Km Mehta, Or. Mrdayesh Amuragi, Mr. Sipinchandra M. Vahwnta, Or. Manc)
Kumar Singh, Or, Neelesh Kumar, Mr. Partha 5. Tripathi, Mr. Alsya Km Rout, Dr. Privanks Varus, Mr. Satya N. Parida

+« All India study tour 2023-24

Final year B.Sc. (Horticulture) students from RHWE
embarked on a 16-day educational tour across South India
from December 26, 2023, to January 10, 2024, as part of the
ICAR Vth Deans course curriculum. This tour included
various ICAR institutes and horticultural sites in Pune,
Kasaragod, Coimbatore, Ooty, Mysuru, and Bengaluru. The
tour provided valuable insights and practical knowledge,

enriching the students' academic and professional growth.
(Ranjit Pal, B.B Sharma).

s Exposure visit of students at KVVK-Datia
An exposure visit was arranged on February 29, 2024, for
undergraduate and master's students to learn about the
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operations of KVK and ATARI, focusing on their mandate,
FLDs, OFTs, and organizational structure. (Sanjeev Kumar).

s 26th Atal Jai Vigyan lecture on foundation day

On March 5, 2024, the University celebrated its Eleventh
Foundation Day with the 26th Atal Jai Vigyan lecture. Dr.
Gyanendra Pratap Singh, Director at the National Bureau of
Plant Genetic Resources, delivered an insightful address,

enriching the intellectual capacity of students and faculty.
(Shubha Trivedi, Shrawan Shukla, Vaibhav Singh).

¢+ NSS special camp

From March 2 to 8th, 2024, a seven-day NSS camp in
Village Simradha, Jhansi, was conducted to acquaint
volunteers with rural challenges and promote solutions
through various activities, including Yoga, meditation,
awareness rallies, lectures, cleanliness drives, tree

plantations, and campaigns. (Gaurav Sharma, Ram Prakash

Yadav, Rakesh Kumar, Ashutosh Kumar, Yumnam Bijilaxmi Devi,
Anita Puyam, Swati Shedage, Prabhat Tiwari).

¢ Study tour of PG and Ph.D. students
A study tour was organized for postgraduate and doctoral

students from the Department of Floriculture &
Landscaping. The tour took place in New Delhi on March
10th and 11th, 2024, as part of their coursework in
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Ornamental Gardening and Landscaping (HFL-505) and
Advances in Landscaping (HFL-605). The group,
comprising two Ph.D. students and three PG students,
visited various gardens in Delhi, including Rashtrapati
Bhavan, Amrit Udyan, Lodhi Garden, National War

Memorial, Roshnara Garden, and Buddha Jayanti Park. The
tour focused on urban landscaping concepts utilizing
hardscape and softscape materials. (Priyanka Sharma).

+«» Interactive session on job opportunities

An interactive session on career prospects for B.Sc. Forestry
students was conducted on March 7, 2024. Mr. Vipin
Vijiyan, Regional Head-North for CSR & Sustainability at
LTI Mindtree Limited, led the session, discussing corporate
social responsibility in the forestry sector and corporate-
NGO collaborations. (Amey Kale).

¢+ Spread the good word 2024 celebrating a decade

As RLBCAU celebrates a decade of its establishment, The
CoHF launched a 6- month (March 15, 2024- August 15,
2024) English vocabulary building project, "Spread the
Good Word." The project employs vocabulary research
strategies for all the stakeholders, focusing on peer-teach
and student-centric approaches. A WhatsApp Channel has
been dedicated to broadcasting one vocabulary card daily

with intermittent assessment activities and games. (M.J.

Dobriyal, Gaurav Sharma, Alka Jain, B.S. Pavithra, Garima Gupta,
and 11 UG students).
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+« Inauguration of yoga and wellness centre

The Yoga and Wellness Center of the University was
inaugurated on March 16, 2024, by Dr. A. K. Singh, the
Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor. The center promotes holistic
health for students, faculty, and staff through Yoga,

fostering overall well-being. (Anil Kumar, Gaurav Sharma,
Yogendra Mishra, Pavithra B.).

% International day of forests & national webinar
CoHF's faculty organized a national-level webinar themed
"Forests and Innovation: New Solutions for a Better World"
on March 21, 2024, to mark the "International Day of
Forests." The University conducted student competitions

throughout the week. (M. J. Dobriyal, R. P. Yadav, Y. Bijilaxmi
Devi, H.T. Hegde).

% Experiential Learning Programme on quality
planting material production

The University concluded an experiential learning

programme to enhance the quality of forest tree planting

material. Six fifth-semester B.Sc. Forestry students actively

participated, resulting in the cultivation of 3760 seedlings of

diverse forest tree species. (Ramprakash Yadava, Manmohan
Dobriyal).

+«¢ Dynamics of women in agricultural livelihood in
Bundelkhand region

The Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)
New Delhi has awarded a two-year research program on
Women's Livelihood in the Bundelkhand. The study aims to
explore the historical and contemporary roles of agricultural
women in rural Bundelkhand. The study aims to explore the
historical and contemporary roles of agricultural women,
investigating the impacts of socio-economic, cultural, and
policy changes. Utilizing methodologies like historical
analysis, surveys, and interviews, it seeks to identify factors
shaping women's roles and inform policymaking to enhance
socio-economic status, gender equality, and rural regional
development. (Alka Jain, David Chella Bhaskar & Ashish Gupta).
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 National youth day

RLBCAU commemorated National Youth Day from
January 18 to 20, 2024, with cultural events organized by
students. The initiative aimed at nurturing talents and
fostering holistic student development. (Gunjan Guleria,
Pramod Soni, Artika Singh, Y Bijilaxmi, Garima Gupta).

% National youth festival

National youth festival was organized at the University,
Jhansi from January 12" to January 23", 2024. The festival
was inaugurated on the National Youth Day program
observed on the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekanand ji
on January 12" 2024.The university campus was decorated
with gusto and enthusiasm as students, teachers and special
guests gathered to pay tribute to the iconic personality who
inspired the youth across the country. Enlightening program
with Mr. Ajay Sharma and Mr. Vikrant Agnihotri graced the
occasion as the guest speakers of honour. Both the speakers,
accomplished in their respective fields, shared valuable
insights and perspectives on the relevance of Swami
Vivekananda's teachings in today's dynamic world.
Numerous events such as debate and essay writing
competition, cultural performances etc. were organized to
cater to the diverse interests and talents of our students.
From intellectual pursuits to cultural expressions, the
festival was a comprehensive showcase of the multifaceted

abilities of our youth. (Ani Kumar, P.P. Jambhulkar, Kuleshwar
P. Sahu & Vishwanath, SPARSH platform and all students).
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% Parakram diwas

Parakram Diwas on January 23, 2024 was celebrated as
Valor Day on the birth anniversary of the revered freedom
fighter, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The event was
marked by patriotic fervor and inspirational discourse, with
the chief guest being Brigadier R. Satyanarayanan and was
presided over by the Honorable Vice-Chancellor of the
University. Parakram Diwas, celebrated on the birth
anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, is a national
occasion to honor his indomitable spirit, leadership and

contribution to India's freedom struggle. (Ani Kumar, P.P.
Jambhulkar, Kuleshwar P. Sahu & Vishwanath, SPARSH platform
and all students).
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s Martyr's day

Martyrs' Day, observed on January 30, 2024, honored those
who sacrificed their lives for India's freedom struggle. At
RLBCAU, the day began with garlanding Mahatma
Gandhi's portrait, followed by two minutes of silence at 11
am, suspending all university activities. The University
echoed with the devotional song "Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram" at 10:45 am, transitioning into silence signalled by a
siren. Vice Chancellor A.K. Singh paid respects to freedom
fighters like Bhagat Singh and Chandra Shekhar Azad and
soldiers of independent India's armed forces, emphasizing
their contributions to the nation's freedom and security.

% Yuva samvad-India@2047

Yuva Samvad-India@2047, organized by NSS Jhansi on
February 3, 2024, gathered 150 volunteers at the University.
15 participants engaged in a competition on "Panch Pran of
Amrit Kaal," focusing on aspects like Goal of Developed
India (fdwf@ YRd) remove any trace of colonial mindset
(remdt ¥ Tfa), take pride in our roots (fRTET W TTd), unity
(THdl U4 Udhoean and sense of duty (FFIR®! & Had).
Keynote speaker Mr. Rahul Dwivedi from the Gauri
Foundation stressed the significance of these pledges and

urged volunteers to commit to India's development. (Y
Bijilaxmi Devi, Ashutosh Kumar, Rakesh Kumar, Soniya Maimom).

+« Voter awareness programme

On March 23, 2024, the NSS unit and Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan and Gauri  Foundation organized a
Neighbourhood Youth Parliament program to promote
voting awareness. The event featured the release of tricolor
balloons, a human chain formation, and a quiz organized by
the Gauri Foundation. The event was graced by the presence
of Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Dr. A. K. Singh, Chief Guest
IAS Mr. Utkarsh Dwivedi, District Youth Officer Mr.
Vishal Singh, President and Secretary of Gauri Foundation
Mr. Rahul Dwivedi and Mrs. Diksha Dwivedi and statutory

officers of the University. (RP Yadav, Ashutosh Srivastava,
Rakesh Negi, Y Bijilaxmi Devi).
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¢ International women's day

RLBCAU marked International Women's Day on 8" March.
An elocution competition titled "Success Stories of Women
Empowerment in Bundelkhand Region" saw participation
from thirteen students, with Pranav Jha, Alisha Behera, and
Aanchal Singh emerging as winners. Subsequently, an event
honoured thirteen "Jal Saheliyan" for their role in water
conservation in Bundelkhand, attended by over 200 rural
women. Parmarth Sansthan and the honoured Jal Sahelis
shared their experiences. (S. Shridhar Patil, Alka Jain).

¢ Voter awareness programme

On March 23, 2024, the NSS unit and Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan and  Gauri  Foundation  organized a
Neighbourhood Youth Parliament program to promote
voting awareness. The event featured the release of tricolor
balloons, a human chain formation, and a quiz organized by
the Gauri Foundation. The event was graced by the presence
of Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Dr. A. K. Singh, Chief Guest
IAS Mr. Utkarsh Dwivedi, District Youth Officer Mr.
Vishal Singh, President and Secretary of Gauri Foundation
Mr. Rahul Dwivedi and Mrs. Diksha Dwivedi and statutory

officers of the University. (RP Yadav, Ashutosh Srivastava,
Rakesh Negi, Y Bijilaxmi Devi).

« RLBCAU and Bundelkhand FPOs meet

An interactive interface meeting was held between
RLBCAU, Jhansi, and the FPOs operating in the
Bundelkhand region on January 17, 2024. The main aim of
this meeting was to sensitize the FPOs about the University's
extension service offerings and to clarify how FPOs can take
advantage of such services. The meeting was conducted in
the gracious presence of statutory officers and
representatives of FPOs from Jhansi & Lalitpur District. It
was emphasized that through the interactive platform
between RLBCAU & FPOs, the University could increase
the outreach of its need-based & resource-oriented extension

services to many farmers in Bundelkhand. (Ashish Kumar
Gupta, Shridhar Patil, Sanjeev Kumar, Shailendra Kumar, Arpit
Suryavanshi, and Ram Pratap Pal).

% DPR PIlAs review meet at NABARD, Lucknow
The University participated in the DPR PIAs Review Meet
at the regional office NABARD, Lucknow, U.P on February
15, 2024, chaired by Sri S K Dora, CGM, NABARD,
Lucknow. In this meeting, the Pl of the NABARD-funded
project across the U.P. presented the progress report. Project
"Integrated Platform for Agripreneur: A Force Multiplier
Forum of Farmers-Consumers-Entrepreneur™ was presented
and given the status of Bundeli Krishi Vipnan Mobile at
Google Play Store. (Sanjeev Kumar, Shailendra Kumar).
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% Exposure visit of NABARD officials

More than 50 officials (DDMs, senior and middle-level
officials) of NABARD, U. P. made an exposure visit to the
University exploring various experimental trials, fruit
orchards, medicinal plantations, and beekeeping units.
Interface meetings were held between the university and
NABARD officials on 18" March 2024. Vice Chancellor
Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh emphasized collaborative

networking for value addition and entrepreneurship. (Sanjeev
Kumar, Arpit Suryavanshi, Sushil Kumar, Shiv Vendra Singh, Ranjit
Pal, Sundarpal, Usha Morya, V. K Mishra, Prashant Jhambhulkar,
Subha Tiwari).

% Training-cum-field day on NRM

University organized three days farmer’s training-cum-field
day at Padari village of Jhansi (U.P.) during 16-18 March
2024 where more than 100 farmers participated. The
training emphasized on judicious & efficient water usage,
water harvesting & recycling, soil health restoration, limited
use of agrochemicals, adoption of integrated pest and
nutrient management approaches, awareness on soil, air and
water pollution, significance of giving emphasis on locally
available inputs and natural resources for agricultural

sustainability etc. (Yogeshwar Singh, Susheel Kumar Singh, Anil
Kumar Rai, Shiv Vendra Singh).

% Training program on poultry farming

A three-day poultry farming training was held for 35
farmers from Jhansi, Datia, and Gorakhpur from November
7 to 9th, 2023. Topics covered challenges, nutrition, and
marketing strategies tailored to the region. Lectures were
conducted on poultry farming, housing, nutrition, health
management, economic aspects, government support, and
marketing strategies. Exposure visits to local poultry farms

and KVK, Datia were arranged. (Pramood Soni, Sanjeev Kumar,
Ashish Kumar Gupta, Ashutosh Sharma, VP Singh).
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++ Training on induced breeding technique of fish
A three-day farmer's training program was organized in
collaboration with ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai, under SCSP from
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15- 17 January 2024. This training aimed to enable fish
farmers in the Bundelkhand region to produce high-quality
fish seeds while promoting high-quality fish seed production
locally to end dependencies in other states. Twenty-five
farmers from Jhansi and Datia districts participated in this
training, including many rural women and young farmers.
(B. K. Behera, Neelesh Kumar, Ashutosh Sharma, Partha Sarathi

Tripathy, Piyoosh Babele, Sanjeev Kumar, Ajaya Kumar Rout,
Satyanarayan Parida, Charan Singh Kushwaha).

% Exposure visit under UP millets regeneration
programme
An exposure visit of 70 officials was organized at
RLBCAU, Jhansi, on 15th March 2024. Honey Bee and
Mushroom Training Centres, Integrated Farming System
model, Apiary, millet crop cafeteria, etc., were mainly
visited. University and Officials' interaction was also
organized to discuss strategies for increasing outreach of

extension programs of Gol. (Arpit Suryawanshi, Sundarpal,
Sanjeev Kumar).

% FLD on fisheries

On February 29, 2024, RLBCAU's College of Fisheries
provided fish farmers in Bundelkhand with essential feed
and seeds to boost fish production. This initiative, part of the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), aimed
to enhance fisheries productivity. Twenty farmers received
20,000 high-quality fish seeds, 2000 kilograms of feed, and
other materials, promoting composite fish farming. (Neelesh
Kumar, Sanjeev Kumar, Partha Sarathi Tripathy, Ajaya
Kumar Rout, Satya Narayan Parida.

% Farmer's training on '‘composite fish culture
through scientific methods"
A three-day training on scientific composite fish culture,
jointly organized by ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai, and RLBCAU,
Jhansi, under SCSP, took place on 27-29 February 2024. It
aimed to empower fish farmers in Bundelkhand to breed
faster-growing Indian Major Carps and Exotic Major Carps
while emphasizing water conservation and technological
advancement for doubling production. The training provided
high-quality seeds and fish feed to 25 beneficiaries from

10

Jhansi and Datia. Essential supplies were distributed to
sixteen economically disadvantaged fish farmers on the final

day. (B. K. Behera, Neelesh Kumar, Partha Sarathi Tripathy,
Ashutosh Sharma, Piyoosh Babele, Ajaya Kumar Rout, Sanjeev
Kumar, Satyanarayan Parida, Charan Singh Kushwaha).

¢ Capacity building programme on "FSSAI
registration & licensing™
Under the University's FPO activities intervention, the first
capacity-building program on "FSSAI Registration &
Licensing" was conducted for 13 FPOs of Jhansi on March
2, 2024. With the FSSAI licensing, farmers can fetch better
prices for their farm produce and sell it on national and
foreign markets. Ghanshyam Abrol and Ashwani Kumar
delivered the lectures on various aspects of FSSAI
Registration & Licensing. (Ashish Kumar Gupta, Ghanshyam

Abrol, Sanjeev Kumar, Shailendra Kumar, Arpit Suryavanshi and
Ram Pratap Pal).

+* Primary training on plant doctor under SCSP

Thirty farmers were trained during five days of residential
training for "Plant Doctor." Department of Plant Pathology
organized it during 04-08 March 2024. Thirty farmers from
the Jhansi, Niwari, Lalitpur, Datia, Tikamgarh, and Shivpuri
districts participated in this training. The farmers were
guided on basic concepts of disease diagnosis and
management techniques, soil sampling and health, organic
farming, biological control, mushroom cultivation, and
using different tools and equipment related to disease and
insect identification through lectures and hands-on training.

Certificates were distributed during the valedictory session.
(P. P. Jambhulkar, Usha, Shubha Trivediand Vaibhav Singh).

¢+ Farmers training on ‘commercial cultivation and
processing technology of Medicinal and Aromatic
Plants (MAP)"

A three-day training program was conducted from March 6

to 8" 2024. Farmers were trained on MAP cultivation,

harvesting, and processing aspects, including suitability for

the Bundelkhand region, agroforestry, lemon grass oil

extraction, Sinduri plantation, and apiary units. The program

concluded with certificate distribution. (Vinod Kumar, Amey

Kale, Pankaj Lavania, Rakesh Kumar, Prabhat Tiwari, Rohit
Srivastav, Nitin Namdev).

« Training on sustainable fruit
technology
A 3-day training program on "Sustainable fruit production
technology for enhancing farmers' income," was held from
March 11" to 13" 2024. This initiative by the CoHF
focused on imparting knowledge about fruit-based farming
systems a method that holds promise for the socio-economic
upliftment of the area. The program successfully engaged

production
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around 25 participants, including local farmers and

beneficiaries, who gained valuable insights into sustainable

practices. (Ranjit Pal, Govind Vishwakarma, Sukanya Misra,
Gaurav Sharma).

% Training programe on beekeeping

A 3- day residential training on Beekeeping was organized
during 12-14 March, 2024. Funded by Rastriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana Uttar Pradesh, the training benefitted 55 farmers.
The training emphasized apiary establishment, honeybee

management, pests and diseases etc. (Usha, Vijay K. Mishra,
Sundar Pal, Yogendra K. Mishra, Hari Chand & D. B. Ahuja).

« Training on tomato
practices

A three-day training program on improved tomato
production practices was organized on the 14th and 16th of
March 2024. Thirty-three farmers attended this program to
learn improved tomato production practices. It included a
series of lectures about the protected cultivation of cherry
tomatoes, agronomical practices, water management, insect-
pest management, organic farming, disease management,
etc. A tomato field visit of the trainees was also organized at
RLBCAU farm. (Ashutosh Singh, B. B. Sharma, Shravan
Kumar Shukla, Sushil Kumar Singh).

improved production

s Farmer's training programme on income
enhancement through Agroforestry
Department of Silviculture and Agroforestry organized

a three-day training program. This training program
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took place in village Ronija, block Badagaon, district
Jhansi, from 14 to 16th March, 2024, to promote
agroforestry and enhance farmers' income. A total of 35
farmers participated in the training. The farmers
showed their dedication to embracing the agroforestry
model. The diverse applications of Malabar neem,
Gambhar, and Kadam, the principal trees in industrial
agroforestry, were emphasized in training. Farmers
participating in the program showed a strong interest in
adopting industrial agroforestry techniques (Prabhat
Tiwari, Garima Gupta, Pavan Kumar, R.P. Yadav, M. J. Dobriyal).

% Training program on "fish health management
and disease diagnosis"*
A three-day training program was held from March 16-18,
2024, jointly by ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai, and RLBCAU,
Jhansi, under SCSP. It aimed to empower fish farmers to
diagnose and treat diseases and implement advanced
technologies to double fish production. Dr. Ashok Kumar
Singh, the Vice Chancellor, encouraged farmers to adopt
modern techniques. Twenty-five farmers from Jhansi and
Datia participated, including rural women. The University
provided fish seeds and feed to economically weaker

farmers on the last day as part of FLDs. (B. K. Behera, Neelesh
Kumar, Partha Sarathi Tripathy, Ashutosh Sharma, Sanjeev Kumar,
Ajaya Kumar Rout, Satyanarayan Parida, Charan Singh Kushwaha).

% Front-line demonstration on fisheries (ICAR-
CIFE, Mumbai)
The CoF, RLBCAU, and Jhansi provided feed and seeds to
ensure good fish production for the fish farmers of the
Bundelkhand region on March 18, 2024. Six farmers from
the Bundelkhand region were given feed and seeds to
encourage composite fish farming through scientific
methods. The information specifically regarding the
distribution of fish seeds and feed to the fish farmers in the
Bundelkhand region is related to the Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) run by the Gol. Under these
FLDs, six farmers released fish seeds into the ponds. The
farmers received 10,000 high-quality fish seeds and 320

kilograms of feed. (Neelesh Kumar, Sanjeev Kumar, Partha
Sarathi Tripathy, Ajaya Kumar Rout, Satya Narayan Parida).

+¢ Training programme on flower crops

Department of Floriculture and Landscaping organised a
training under FLD on "Aaya vardhan hetu unit taking
dwara phoolon ki kheti" from 18th to 20th March 2024.
Training focused on advanced techniques for 28 farmers
from Datia (MP) and Jhansi (UP) for higher income
participated. Training covered nursery production,

cultivation, marketing, and pest management. (Gaurav
Sharma, Priyanka Sharma, Anita Puyam, Prince Kumar).
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% Training program on commercial goat farming
in Bundelkhand

A four-day training was organized for 50 farmers on
Commercial Goat Farming in Bundelkhand from 18-21
March 2024. The trainees from Jhansi, Jalaun, Datia, and
Niwari were apprised on multiple aspects of goat farming by
experts from ICAR-IGFRI, DUVASU, and Mathura, on the
importance of commercial goat farming, breed selection,
feed preparation, cultivation of fodder crops, and various
governments scheme for goat farming. (V.P. Singh, P. K. Soni,
Amit Vishen, Gaurav Kumar, Sanjeev Kumar, Ashutosh Sharma).

% Advance training on plant doctor'* under SCSP
project
Thirty farmers were trained during five days of residential
training for "Plant Doctor." Department of Plant Pathology
organized it during 19 — 23 March 2024. Thirty farmers
from the Jhansi, Niwari, Lalitpur, Datia, Tikamgarh, and
Shivpuri districts participated in this training. The farmers
were guided on advanced disease diagnosis and
management techniques, soil sampling and health, organic
farming, biological control, mushroom cultivation, and

using different tools and equipment related to disease and
insect identification through lectures and hands-on training.
Nameplates and certificates were distributed during the

valedictory session. (Shubha Trivedi, Meenakshi Arya, P. P.
Jambhulkar and Vaibhav Singh).

¢ Training on "advance manufacturing - general
and COVID"
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The Dept. of Postharvest Technology held a one-day
training on "Advanced Manufacturing - General and Covid"
on March 20, 2024, focusing on advanced manufacturing
practices within the food industry. Led by Rajkumar Yadula
from FSSAI, Chennai, and Ashwani Kumar, Assistant
Professor, the program aimed to enhance participants'
understanding of Schedule IV of FSSAI to mitigate
foodborne illnesses. It targeted students, entrepreneurs,

FPOs, SHGs, and others in the food chain. (Ghanshyam Abrol,
Priyanka Sharma, Gaurav Sharma).

s Farmers training on *production technique of
wheat/durum wheat in Bundelkhand region™

A three-day farmers' training on wheat/durum wheat FLD

was held from March 20 to 22nd, 2024, in Bangra,

Mauranipur, RLBACU, and the Jhansi campus. Around 250

farmers attended, receiving insights on advanced production

technology, varieties, and integrated pest and disease

management. (Gunjan Guleria, Shiv Vendra Singh, Anita Puyam,
Vishwanath).

¢+ Protected structures

The cultivation of tomato, cherry tomato, Sharda melon,
capsicum, cucumber, etc., was successfully raised under
controlled playhouses from January to March, and
production continues. This was also a point of attraction
during the entire season and was visited by farmers,
students, and university visitors.

¢ Training-cum-field day on NRM

University organized three days farmer’s training-cum-field
day at Padari village of Jhansi (U.P.) during 16-18 March
2024 where more than 100 farmers participated. The
training emphasized on judicious & efficient water usage,
water harvesting & recycling, soil health restoration, limited
use of agrochemicals, adoption of integrated pest and
nutrient management approaches, awareness on soil, air and
water pollution, significance of giving emphasis on locally
available inputs and natural resources for agricultural

sustainability etc. (Yogeshwar Singh, Susheel Kumar Singh, Anil
Kumar Rai, Shiv Vendra Singh).
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Research papers published
+¢+ Thounaojam, T. C., Meetei, T. T., Devi, Y. B., Tanti, B.,

Panda, S. K., Upadhyaya, H. (2024). Arsenic stress
responses in sensitive and tolerant rice of North-East,
India. Cereal Research Communic., 1-15. (NAAS: 7.6).

% Kiran, V., Ola, A. L., Tiwari, D., Sharma, G., Kumar, S.,

Singh, S.

(2024).

Morpho-phenological
characterization and genetic analysis of dolichos bean
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germplasm from Uttar Pradesh, India. Plant Genetic
Resources, 1-10. (NAAS: 7.1).

+« Sanjay, H. B., Chaturvedi, S. K., Kumar, S., Singh, S.,
Harish, J., Lakshmeesh, R., Panwar, D., Manjunatha, M.
(2024). Accessing the Performance of Promising
Germplasm of Chickpea (Cicer arietinum L.) under Red
and Black Soil Conditions. Journal of Advances in
Biology & Biotechnology, 27(5), 98-106. (NAAS: 5.3).

Book

«» Practical silviculture and tree species management
(2024). Kausahl Singh, Rajiv Umrao, Sanjeev Kumar and
Garima Gupta. New India Publishing Agency. ISBN-10 :
9358874953.

Book chapter

+« Hubballi M., Ramesh, Nakeeran S., Devappa V.,
Basvarajappa M.P., Jambhulkar P.P., Shubha Trivedi and
Biju C.N. (2024). "Biological Control of Plant Diseases"
in a book entitled "Concepts of Plant Pathology and
Disease =~ Management"  published by Indian
Phytopathological Society, New Delhi-110012 ISBN
978-93-94678-98-9. (pp 273-282).

Patent

% Thounaojam Thomas Meetei’, Nongmaithem
Shitaljit Singh and Yumnam Bijilaxmi Devi?
(2024) Measuring and Dispensing Pan for Weighing
Machine. (*LPU, 2RLBCAU).

Popular Articles

« Sandeep Upadhyay, "Bundelkhand me Polyhouse hetu
Mrida Swasthya aivam Prabndhan” Krishi Kumbh (E-
magazine" E-ISSN: 2582-9769) Vol 03 Issue 10.0n a
Simmer, Alka Jain. The Hindu. Feb., 04, 2024.

% “Krishi Virasat ka Utsav- Kisan Mela”, A.K.Singh,
S.S.Singh, Alka Jain, Dainik Jagran, Feb, 9, 2024.

« Anil Kumar (January 11, 2024), Power and sweetness of
millet in the winter of Bundelkhand. Dainik Jagran

«» Anil Kumar (February 24, 2024) The primacy of karma is
one's own energy - Dainik Jagran.

Conference/Seminar/Training

«» Alka Jain presented a paper (Sweet Dish, Bitter Truth-
Food as a metaphor for sorrow in Gita Hariharan's Gajar
Halwa) at the 3-day "National Conference on Food and
Culture," organized by the 1ISSTC for Cultural Studies,
Kerala.

+» Pavithra B S. attended 21 days training programme from
January 5th-25th at CoH, Mysore, on “Influence of
microbiome and native biota on conservation of genetic
resources of important horticulture GI crops and their
inherent qualities."
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Lecture delivered
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Alka Jain invited to a Panel Discussion ("Barriers to
Women Empowerment™) organized by Jhansi Smart City,
Women Startup wing of Jhansi Municipal Corporation,
on March 7, 2024, Women's Day.

Alka Jain, chairperson and invited lecturer in a technical
session on 3- the Day National Conference on "National
Education Policy 2020: Revamping of all Aspects of 21st
Century Education” organized by R & D Cell, Shramjivi
Shikshan Prasarak Mandal's Adarsh Mahavidyalaya,
Omega.

Anil Kumar was invited to lecture on "Science-Led
Innovation of Millets for Agri-Food Nutrition" in the 10-
day CAFT training on "Entrepreneurship Development
Through Mechanized Production, Processing and Value
Addition of Millets and their byproducts" organized by
ICAR-CIAE Bhopal on February 23, 2024.

Anil Kumar, an invited lecture on "World Water Day"
organized by Parmarth Samaj Sevi Sansthan at BIET,
Jhansi, on March 22, 2024.

Anil Kumar invited as a Chief Guest in the SERB-DST-
sponsored High-end workshop and training on
"Processing and Value Addition of Millets: Sustainable
Solution for Health and Nutrition Security" organized by
the Department of Nutrition Biology, CUH,
Mahendergarh. (March 18, 2024).

Awards/ Presentation

/
0.0

Best oral presentation award to Sanjeev Kumar in
National Conference on "Next Generation Agriculture
Organic & Natural Farming Pathways: Extension
Strategies & Approaches"” during 28-30 January 2024 at
ICAR-ATARI, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India.
(Society: International Society of Extension Education)

Sanjeev Kumar, an oral presentation entitled "Future of
extension education vis-a-vis role of ICT in capacity
building of community-based organizations" in the
National Seminar on "Sustainable Agriculture, Rural
Development and Future Food Security in India: An
Interdisciplinary Approach” held at Department of
Agricultural Economics, Palli Siksha Bhavana (Institute
of Agriculture), Visva-Bharati during 1-2 March 2024.

Best poster presentation award to Shubha Trivedi, Chetan
Chopra, Artika Singh, Rakesh Choudhary, and
Shailendra Kumar, 2024. "A modified and cost-effective
stem inoculation technique for artificial screening against
Sclerotinia sclerotiorum in mustard." during the 5%
National Brassica Conference on "Oilseed Brassicas for
Sustainability, Profitability, and Nutritional Security"
from February 7-9, 2024, at RARI, Durgapura, Jaipur.
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